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Explore

Text Sonali Shah

If you are a speed junkie, head to 
southwest Germany for a dose of 
automobile history along the high-
speed autobahns and legendary 
racing tracks.
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You would be excited too, if you were promised heaven. 
Automobile heaven, that is. For those in love with the 
four-wheeled wonder called the car, Stuttgart, in southwest 

Germany is nothing short of Promised Land. The place provides 
ample opportunities to quench your thirst for splendid cars, amidst 
picturesque vineyards, rivers, palaces, historical monuments, parks, 
local breweries and lovable people.

The Stuttgart fix

p Stuttgart presents itself as the perfect juxtaposition of the old and new, with 
ancient architecture and advanced technology. Seen here is a Mercedes-Benz SLS 
AMG, against the city palace.
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The race begins    
My visits to the Mercedes-Benz Museum and the Porsche Museum 
have left me with so much wonderful trivia about cars that I now 
believe I can be your tour guide there. There’s one thing I can’t 
answer though: where was this motor vehicle first born? Stuttgart 
residents insist that fellow citizen Karl Benz (founder of Mercedes 
Benz) invented and patented a three-wheeler motor car in 1885. 
Not far away, people of Mannheim firmly protest this. Gottlieb 
Daimler, they say, was working on the first model of the car at the 
same time as Benz, and hence he is the inventor of the car.

The following day saw me in the small town of Hockenheim, where I 
visited the Motor-Sport-Museum and Hockenheimring, the Formula 
1 racing track. The museum has the power to convert you into a 
motor racing enthusiast, if you aren’t already one. Legendary racing 
cars and bikes find space here as visitors ‘ooh’ and ‘aah’ over each 
piece of technological wonder. But ultimately it is the racing track 
that makes you promise yourself that you will buy a racing car.

Be a racing star    
For starters, you can experience the thrill of driving on the racing 
track—just hire cars or bikes and the track for a day to speed 

t Clockwise from left: An imposing and stylishly designed building, the Porsche 
Museum, situated by a busy junction in Stuttgart, is home to numerous Porsche 
models, most of which are in a running condition even today; The Mercedes-Benz 
Museum, Stuttgart, houses some of the most iconic models of the brand, including 
a replica of the world’s first car ever built; Feast your eyes on Porsche 917 4.9 LH 
Coupe, McLaren TAG Porsche F1 and other iconic vehicles such as the 356, 550, 911, 
and 917, in the Porsche Museum; The Mercedes-Benz Museum showcases a unique 
display of car models, with some of them even hung upside down from the ceiling.
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around all you want. The day I was visiting, a few journalists were 
going crazy with brand new, heart-stopping Audi R8s. Up in the 
stands, I could smell the burning tyres as they glided the gleaming 
cars around the curves and chicanes. “By the end of the day”, my 
guide said, “The cars will be finished”.

But this is Germany and there is no dearth of cars. Even if you 
fail to experience the racing track, you can never miss its famous 
autobahn. I mouthed a silent prayer and held on tight to my 
seatbelt as the driver raced our car to 270 kmph. At some points 
I couldn’t even figure what zoomed by. A car, a bike, a bus? All I 
heard (with the window rolled down the tiniest bit) was a zing and 
saw the blurry form of the vehicle, way ahead.
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p Above: The Paradeplatz is a busy point in Mannheim, thanks to its location. 
It forms the approximate centre of the city, with the intersection of two streets: 
Planken and Breite.

Right: Der Wasserturm (the water tower) is the civic symbol of Mannheim. This is 
where most major festivals and events of the city are celebrated. 

The model European city    
We drove down, next day, to Mannheim, the city where they love 
their water tower. Renovated post the World War, the city now 
holds celebratory events inside the water tower that stands tall 
at 130m approximately. But certainly not taller than the church 
nearby, which like most monuments here, is majorly rebuilt. 
Mannheim is exactly how Europe is said to be—full of parks, 
fountains, civilised pedestrians, greenery, bistros with chairs 
spilling out on the sidewalk, quintessential art installations on 
streets and of course, palaces.

I also visited Audi’s capacious plant where I was taken on a guided 
tour to see how the majestic Audi R8 Spyder is hand made. An 
unbelievable level of cleanliness greeted me inside the plant, and 
mind you, this was where they worked with grease and paint, but 
not a speck of dust or a spot of unwanted colour was in sight.

Old town charms    
Post lunch at Nuvolari restaurant, named after Audi’s 2003 
Nuvolari Quattro concept, I travelled a bit further to the charming 
little town of Bad Wimpfen (Baad Wimp-fen). The town looked 
as if someone had taken it straight out of old picture books. 
Quaint villas built with timber and stone greeted me on either 
sides of the street, as I made my way across to the popular 
Friedrich Restaurant, one of the oldest in the province of Baden-
Württemberg. Owner-cum-chef Udo, tall even by German 
standards, whips up the best raspberry and mandarin pastries.

Bad Wimpfen is on the ‘Castle Route’ of southwest Germany. The 
route is lined with numerous castles and manors, many of which 
are now converted into hotels. I checked into one named Schloss-
Lehen and slept like a queen.

Even if you fail to experience the 
racing track, you can never miss 
Germany’s famous autobahn.

Let’s go punting    
It was a pleasant Saturday morning when I reached the university 
town of Tübingen to find its citizens out on the streets for an 
idle walk—young mothers with prams, grannies walking their 
dogs and students on cycles. Neckar, the much-loved river of 
southwest Germans, cuts through several towns and is especially 
loved in Tübingen, where it does not run deep and offers a 
splendid opportunity for punting. Punts are long boats rowed with 
a 30ft-long bamboo pole. The majority of Tübingen’s population 
comprise young students who spend their weekends on the punts 
racing each other, having beer parties or simply sun bathing. 
Explore the town’s city hall and old forts, enjoy a ride on a punt 
and have lunch in a beer garden.

Sonali Shah
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Fact file
Getting there  
Jet Airways has daily flights to Brussels from Chennai, Mumbai, 
New Delhi, Newark and Toronto. Onward connecting flights from 
our airline partner, Brussels Airline, to Frankfurt and Munich are 
available.

Accommodation 
Make Stuttgart your base and explore surrounding towns. 
Stuttgart has its share of 5-star and mid-range hotels. We 
recommend Le Méridien (www.lemeridienstuttgart.com/en), 
Dorint Kongresshotel Mannheim (www.dorint.com/en/hotel-
mannheim) and Schloss Lehen (www.schlosslehen.de/)

Getting around 
Hiring a car is surely a possibility, but this city is best explored 
on foot, and the same goes for neighbouring towns. Hiring 
cycles is also a popular option

For more information Log on to www.stuttgart-tourist.de

Event of the year in Stuttgart    
My last day of touring was perhaps the best, for I had a VIP pass 
to the Automobilsommer 2011, the mega car show event that 
marked the 125th year of the invention of the car. It was hosted 
by the Big 3 of the European automobile industry: Audi, Benz and 
Porsche. I climbed into a beautiful vintage Mercedes van and thus 
began the parade around Stuttgart, along with a fleet of numerous 
other cars, the total worth of which I am sure will go into millions 
of dollars. Sunday morning in Stuttgart saw numerous residents 
lining up the streets that lead to the new palace, where the cars 
were later parked for public display. I had my celebrity moment as I 
waved to a lot of people, most of who waved right back!

The following evening, I stopped by to take a little peek through 
the fences at the house of the legendary Dr. Ing F. Porsche. I saw 
the very garage where he had built the first model of Porsche. 
If you are a car junkie, it is purely for moments such as these 
that you should head to southwest Germany—to undertake an 
automobile pilgrimage.

p Clockwise from above: The best time to visit Tübingen is when major punt races among university students, called Stocherkahnrennen, are held; This vintage Mercedes van 
was one among the many legendary car models showcased during the inauguration ceremony of the Automobilsommer Fest, 2011; A must-do in Bad Wimpfen town is to take 
the tour to Kaiserpfalz (the former Imperial Palace), with guides in historical costumes.
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